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NVIDIA Foundation
High Impact Grant Program

Guidelines and Application

	Name of Organization
	

	Name of employee(s) that is referring and position (donor, volunteer, board member, etc.)
	


Non-profit organizations throughout the world have an opportunity to receive a $30,000 grant from the NVIDIA Foundation.  Applicants must demonstrate that the grant will be used to make a transformative and lasting impact on the lives of the people they serve, either directly through a program or through improvement of an existing process.  
Please note, only organizations referred by NVIDIA employees will be considered for this program. 

Organizations must have a current tax-deductible status from the Internal Revenue Service under Section 501(c)(3) or proof of fiscal sponsorship with a 501(c)(3) designation (for US-based charities) or comparable status (for international charities).

Areas of Focus
We’ll consider applications from organizations that are focused on education, youth programs, health and human services, the environment, art, health/medical research, or animal services. NVIDIA Foundation does not provide funding for:

· Religious organizations (unless they can prove the program serves a secular audience)

· Political organizations

· Military organizations (programs for veterans who are home are accepted)

· Organizations that discriminate based on sex, race, religion, disabilities, or political views

· Capital campaigns or funding that will be used for improvements to facilities 

Contact Info 

Application questions: 
Patti Pace, Corporate Philanthropy Manager, Business Services

Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Tel: 650.450.5488 | papace@siliconvalleycf.org 

Submit proposal to:

Rajani Gudlavalleti, NVIDIA Foundation

c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Tel: 650.450.5538 | rgudlavalleti@siliconvalleycf.org 

Grant Application Process/Deadlines 
· May 1 – June 1 - Submit your application (deadline: June 1, 2009, 5:00pm PST) 
· June 2 – July 20 - NVIDIA Foundation nominating committee will narrow the applicants to a list of 10 finalists.
· July 20 - 27 - Employees will vote from among the finalists. 
· August 6 – Grant recipients announced.    

Submission Guidelines
In addition to answering the questions, please include with your application:

· Organization’s annual budget for the current year 

· Program budget (if request is for program), including how funds will be used (please provide additional written detail on any budget items over $1,000, such as computers)
· Most recent audited financial report. Include most recently completed fiscal year’s actual revenue and expenses (un-audited) if not included in the most recent audit.  If your organization does not have an audit, include your Statement of Activities (Revenue and Expenses) and your Statement of Financial Position (Assets and Liabilities).
· Organization’s non-discrimination policy.
· Proof of 501c3 status or proof of fiscal sponsorship with a 501(c)(3) designation (if US-based organization). 
Additional Guidelines
· Please do not alter the application, or delete any of this application text to make more space for your text. 

· This Word document should be no longer than six pages when you submit it. The first two pages are instructional, the 3rd is for Organization Information, and an additional three can be used to answer the questions.
· You may refer to optional supporting material, including photographs or videos, which add substantive value to your application.  These can be submitted as a link to a web site (preferred) or as an attachment to your email.

· The programs that are typically funded use the space that is given to them in this document, and take the effort to tell a story about the problem and the impact their services provide. It is difficult to have a positive feeling about an organization when it provides only one or two sentences as an answer to a question.  

· Please keep your total submission to no more than 5 megabytes. In an effort to decrease paper usage, only electronic submissions will be considered.

· Incomplete submissions will not be considered.
· If your grant is accepted: We will require a brief mid-point report on your project, approximately 6 months after the receipt of grant, and a final assessment once the program concludes.

General Guidelines
· You may only apply once in a 24 month period if your program is funded. 

· You may apply each year if your program is not funded.

· Grants may be used for multi-year commitments.
Thank you for your application.

ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

	Organization Name and Address



	

	Organization Web Site Address
 
	

	Full Contact Name and Title



	

	Contact Telephone Number

	

	Contact Email Address

	

	Year Organization Founded

	

	Tax ID Number (if applicable)

	

	Organization Mission Statement

	

	Number of people served by your organization

	

	Region where you are requesting funding (answer only if the funding will be used in a region different from where your organization is located)
	

	Name of program or project for which you are requesting funding

	

	Brief description of the program
	

	Number of people served by the program


	

	Is this a new or existing program?
	


1. Describe the problem your program is addressing, the goals of your program and specifically how your program will address the problem(s). 
2. Tell us about the team/person that will execute and support this program/organization, and their qualifications.  

3. Please explain what the grant money will be used for (be specific).  Also, indicate the number of people that will be served with the grant.
4. How will the grant have a transformative effect on the people served by your program or organization? What will be different for them as a result of the grant? How will this program create long-term benefits that go beyond the immediate provision of services, for instance through enabling self-sufficiency of those served when possible?

5. Do you believe your program can be replicated in other cities, regions or countries? If you plan to replicate the program, how will you do so? 

6. Please describe both the qualitative and quantitative success metrics of this program (be specific). What experience have you had in the past with this or a similar program? 
7. Will you be collaborating with other organizations or agencies on this program? Who are your collaborators, and how will this be accomplished? 
8. Do you need additional funding beyond NVIDIA’s donation to accomplish what you have described above? If so, how much and how do you intend to obtain this funding?
9. How sustainable is this program both financially and with regards to staffing?  Can this project continue after the initial funding from the NVIDIA Foundation has been used?

10. Please ask the NVIDIA employee that is referring you to provide a brief (4 – 5 sentences max) explanation as to why they believe your organization should be considered for funding.  This is optional but submissions that feature a thoughtful referral will be more highly scored.
